You will take the AP Human Geography Exam on May 15th, 2015

AP Human Geography Syllabus
Mesquite High School - Room K14
Mr. Martin

Email Address: kmartin@mesquiteisd.org
Website/Blog: mrmartinmhs.weebly.com
Facebook: facebook.com/mrmartinmhs
Twitter: twitter.com/mrmartinmhs

YouTube: youtube.com/themrkmartin

Tutoring Hours: 7:45-8:25am & 3:45-4:15pm, mornings are best!
Welcome to AP Human Geography at Mesquite High School!   
Unlike some teachers I’ve (and maybe you’ve) had in the past, I love my job. I want you to know that I am passionate about what I do, I care about what goes on in our world, and I care about each and every one of you. 

I do not care what happened during the past school year; you have a blank slate with me right now. I will treat all of you the same. I believe that all of you have the potential to learn, have fun, and succeed during class as well as outside of class.
Course Overview

AP® Human Geography is a yearlong course that focuses on the distribution, processes, and effects of human populations on the planet. Units of study include population, migration, culture, language, religion, ethnicity, political geography, economic development, industry, agriculture, and urban geography.  Emphasis is placed on geographic models and their applications. Case studies from around the globe are compared to the situation in both the United States and locally.
Course Objectives

To introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that shape human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. To learn about and employ the methods of geographers, especially including observation, mapmaking, data gathering and reporting, and technical writing. Employ spatial concepts, geographic vocabulary, and landscape interpretation to a variety of locations and situations around the globe and in local areas. Develop a geographic perspective with which to view the landscape and understand current events.

Behavior Expectations:
My biggest expectation for the year is mutual respect.
Our 5 classroom rules are:
1. Follow directions quickly

2. Raise your hand for permission to speak

3. Raise your hand for permission to leave your seat

4. Make smart choices
5. Keep your dear teacher happy! (
Grading Scale:
Daily Grades/Homework: 40%

Tests/Quizzes/Projects:   40%
Six Weeks Test:               20%
This scale is subject to change.  

Texts and Study Materials

Rubenstein, James M. The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography. 10th ed. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2003.
Cracking the AP Human Geography Exam 2013 by Princeton Review. This book is between $10-17 on Amazon. You may also want to check Half Price Books for used copies.
Late Work and Make Up Work:
You may turn in any daily grade a class period late for a maximum grade of 60. After that, it is a zero. If you have a legitimate emergency or some kind of special situation, talk to me about it, I will try to accommodate you as best I can.

If you are absent during a class period, it is your responsibility to get that day’s assignment from me. If the assignment is on a handout, it should be in one of the folders at the back of the room or in my notebook. I will do my best to post all assignments and notes on my Edmodo site and have make up work copies ready for you if you’re absent. Once assignments are posted on Edmodo, you are responsible for downloading and printing them if you are absent. If you are absent, you will have the same amount of time to complete the assignment and the late work policy still applies.
If you are present when an assignment is given and are absent on a day we’re working on it in class, it is still due on the original due date. Example: A map is assigned on Monday and due on Friday. You’re absent on Wednesday. The map is still due on Friday.
Snow Days: Sometimes, MISD will cancel school because of snow or inclement weather. If this happens, we will be on the normal A/B schedule that is listed on the calendar. For example, we come to school on a Monday, which is an “A” day, and you are assignment homework for my class. A snow day happens on Tuesday, which is a “B” day. When we come back to school on Wednesday, we will be on the “A” day schedule, so that means there will be 2 “A” days in a row AND your homework is due. We will make up that “B” day at the end of the year. I only mention this because people try to say “OMG WELL I THOUGHT IT WAS GOING TO BE A “B” DAY SO I DON’T HAVE MY HOMEWORK OR SUPPLIES!” Well, now you know. ( 

Cheating:
I graduated from MHS in 2001. I know that cheating happens. If you decide to cheat, you will receive a zero on the assignment/test and I’ll call your parents. 
Open Door Policy:
If you need something, ASK! If your request is within legal and ethical standards, I will try my best to help you. That includes tutoring, mentoring, teaching, and anything else within reason. Just ask me, I won’t bite your head off. If you’re concerned about something that’s going on in class, please be proactive and talk to me about it. If someone is bullying you and I haven’t noticed it or dealt with it, TELL ME! 
Tardy Policy:

If you are not in the classroom when the bell rings, you are tardy. Sign the tardy sheet before taking your seat. 
Hall Passes:
Each student will receive two (2) hall passes each six weeks. Once they are used, no more will be issued. Each unused hall pass is worth 10 points on a test grade at the end of the six weeks.
Supplies Needed:
1. A pen and a pencil

2. Colored pencils

You are expected to have your notebook and other required supplies every day in class. 
A note about failing assignments

Chances are you’re going to fail an assignment or test in this class. Just know that…..
IT IS NOT THE END OF THE WORLD!

Failure is a necessary part of growing up. Failure forces us to ask, “Why was that wrong?” and learn how to improve in the future. Learning to take risks and fail with grace is something that many intelligent people don’t know how to do. 

However, there’s a big difference between failing an assignment because your answers are wrong and failing because you didn’t try. Just doing the work is a major part of succeeding in high school and life in general. 
Again, welcome to my class. I look forward to working with you this year! If you ever need to contact me, please come by K14, email me at kmartin@mesquiteisd.org or call me at 972-882-7800.

Pacing Guide (which will most likely change)
1st Grading Period


 Aug. 25- Oct. 3


                   14 A days/ 14 B days

	Topic
	Readings
	Time
	Alignment

	Class Overview 

Unit One: Basic Concepts
	Chapter One 

The World is Flat by Thomas Friedman
	2 weeks
	1A, 3B, 4A, 4C, 7BD, 9AB, 20A

	Unit Two: Population
	Chapter Two
	2 weeks
	1B, 5B, 6A, 7AC, 20B

	Unit Three: Migration
	Chapter Three
	2 Weeks
	


2nd Grading Period

Oct. 7 -  Nov. 7



12 A days/ 11 B days

	Topic
	Readings
	Time
	Alignment

	Unit Ten: Agriculture
	Chapter Ten
	3 weeks
	2AB, 6B, 8A, 10C, 11B, 12B, 16B, 19ABC

	Unit Fourteen: Resources Issues
	Chapter Fourteen
	2 weeks
	2AB, 6B, 8AC, 11C, 12AB, 15A, 19ABC


3rd Grading Period

Nov. 10- Dec. 21


               12 A days/ 13 B days

	Topic
	Readings
	Time
	Alignment

	Unit Eleven: Industry
	Chapter Eleven
	3 weeks
	1AB, 2AB, 5A, 6B, 8A,9A, 10CD, 11BC, 12A

	Unit Twelve: Services
	Chapter Twelve
	2 weeks
	1A, 2A, 5A, 6AB, 8A, 16D


4th Grading Period

Jan. 5- Feb. 20



 17 A days/ 16 B days

	Topic
	Readings
	Time
	Alignment

	Unit Nine: Development
	Chapter Nine
	2 weeks
	5AB, 6AB, 7A, 10D, 11A, 15A, 17C

	Unit Thirteen: Urban Patterns
	Chapter Thirteen
	2 weeks
	5A, 6AB, 8A, 9AB, 11C, 16D, 17A, 19A

	Unit Eight: Political Geography
	Chapter Eight
	2 weeks
	2A, 6B, 8A, 9A, 13B, 14C, 16BD, 17A, 18B

	Unit Four: Folk and Pop Culture
	Chapter Four
	1 week
	5A, 7D, 8A, 16BC, 18ACD


5th Grading Period

Feb. 23 - Apr 17


               17 A days/ 17 B days

	Topic
	Readings
	Time
	Alignment

	Unit Four: Folk and Pop Culture
	Chapter Four
	1 week
	5A, 7D, 8A, 16BC, 18ACD

	Unit Five: Language
	Chapter Five
	2 weeks
	1B, 15B, 16BC, 18 AD

	Unit Six: Religion
	Chapter Six
	2 weeks
	1B, 5A, 9A, 14C, 15B, 16BCD, 17AB, 18AB

	Unit Seven: Ethnicity
	Chapter Seven
	2 weeks
	1AB, 2A, 14C, 15AB, 16BCD, 17ACD, 18B


6th Grading Period

Apr. 20 - June 5


              17 A days/ 17 B days

	Topic
	Readings
	Time
	Alignments

	Review for AP Human Geography Exam
	
	 However much time we have left.:)
	3ABC, 4AB, 5B, 8B, 9B, 10AB, 11A, 12B, 14B, 16A, 17D


Please fill this part of the syllabus out and return to Mr. Martin by:  Friday, August 30th (A) or Monday, September 2nd (B) 
I have received the policies and expectations in Mr. Martin’s AP Human Geography class. I understand that “not knowing” a procedure or rule in this document is not an acceptable excuse or grounds for extra time on assignments or make up work. 

Student Name:              _____________________________________________________

Student Signature:        _____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone Number(s): _____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Email:   ____________________________________________________

Date:                               _____________________________
